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DATE: February 19,2010
SUBJECT: Amanda’s Law Requirement for Carbon Monoxide Alarm Installations
This is to inform OMRDD providers of their responsibilities resulting from the adaption of

Amanda’s Law. Any questions you have regarding the requirements of this law may be sent to
Quality.Management@omr.state.ny.us

Definition:
Carbon Monoxide Source: A carbon monoxide source includes any solid, liquid or gaseous fuel-fired

appliance, equipment, device, system, fireplace, garage, motor vehicle, or motor vehicle related
occupancy that may emit carbon monoxide.

Where Required:

Carbon Monoxide alarms are required in all new and all existing buildings containing one or more
carbon monoxide sources without regard to the date of construction of the building.

Buildings constructed before January 1, 2008:
A carbon monoxide alarm shall be installed on the lowest story having a sleeping area.
Buildings constructed on or after January 1, 2008:
A carbon monoxide alarm shall be installed in each of the following locations:
1. On each story having a sleeping area
2. On each story where a carbon monoxide source is located
Exception: One carbon monoxide alarm installed on a story of a building
having both a sleeping area and a carbon monoxide source shall

suffice for that story within that building.

Where Not Required:
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Carbon monoxide detectors are not required where no carbon monoxide source is located within or
attached to the building. They must, however, be installed at such later date as any carbon
monoxide source is subsequently located within or attached to the building.

Where Prohibited/Not Allowed:

Carbon monoxide alarms shall not be located within or near the openings to garages, bathrooms or
furnace rooms. Carbon monoxide alarms shall also not be located in or near locations specified as
‘prohibited,” ‘not recommended’ or the like in the manufacturer’s installation instructions.

Power Source:

Carbon monoxide alarms shall receive their primary power from the building wiring when such
wiring is served from a commercial source or an on-site electrical power system, and when primary
power is interrupted, shall receive power from a battery. Wiring shall be permanent and without a
disconnecting switch other than those required for overcurrent protection.

Exceptions:

1. Carbon monoxide alarms installed in buildings without a commercial or
on-site power source shall be permitted to be battery operated.

2. In buildings and structures constructed before January 1, 2008,
cord-type, direct plug, or battery-operated carbon monoxide alarms shall
be permitted.

Interconnection Requirements:

When more than one carbon monoxide alarm is required to be installed within a building, the
alarms shall be interconnected in such a manner that the actuation of one alarm will activate all of
the alarms in the individual unit. The alarm shall be clearly audible in all sleeping areas over
background noise levels with all intervening doors close.

Exception: Interconnection is not required where cord-type, direct plug, or
battery-operated carbon monoxide alarms are permitted.

Combination smoke and carbon monoxide alarms:

Combination smoke and carbon monoxide alarms are permitted, provided they are listed for such
use. Combination smoke and carbon monoxide alarms shall have distinctly different alarm signals
for smoke or carbon monoxide alarm activation.



