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SUBJECT: NFPA Safety Alert Regarding Antifreeze in Residential Sprinklers

DATE:

August 6, 2010

On July 6, 2010, the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) issued a safety alert
recommending that residential fire sprinkler systems containing antifreeze should be
drained and the antifreeze replaced with water. This alert follows a research study
and an initial set of fire tests conducted after a fire incident raised concerns about
antifreeze solutions in residential sprinkler systems. The full text of the alert may be
found at:

www.nfpa.org/assets/files//NFPA Safety Alert on Antifreeze July 2010.pdf

The NFPA has initiated additional fire tests to gain further information on the
performance of antifreeze solutions under various fire scenarios. They expect to
issue additional guidance before the winter freezing months. In the interim, they
advise that:

e Agencies which have, or are responsible for, a residential occupancy with a
fire sprinkler system, contact a sprinkler contractor to check and see if there
is antifreeze solution in the system; and

e Ifthere is an antifreeze solution in the system, that as an interim measure, the
antifreeze be drained and replaced with water only.

It is OPWDD'’s expectation that all residential providers implement the interim safety

measures outlined by NFPA as soon as possible. As additional information becomes
available, it will be forwarded to you.
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