
DDPC Transportation and Employment Grants 

The NYS Developmental Disabilities Planning Council (DDPC) has launched a two-year initiative to address 

transportation barriers related to employment in conjunction with regional transportation entities and the One-Stop 

service delivery system. The three demonstration projects, which started in January 2007, are using different 

approaches to reduce transportation barriers related to employment for persons with disabilities. 

The grantees are:  

• Developmental Disabilities Alliance of Western NY  

• Franklin County Public Transportation  

• Oswego County Opportunities  

Developmental Disabilities Alliance of Western NY (DDAWNYS) 

DDAWNYS is establishing a clearinghouse of transportation information that will match transportation needs of 

individuals with disabilities to transportation services in Erie County. The Alliance, which represents over thirty 

community-based organizations that collectively have over 1,800 individuals involved in employment or 

community-based activities, is developing a database cataloging existing transportation services and used by 

Alliance members. Once the resource is developed, it will be used to match individuals with disabilities 

transportation needs with available transportation. In the second year of the grant, DDAWNYS will expand the 

service to neighboring counties. 

Contact: Wendy McCarthy Tel: (716) 877-7007 E-mail: ddawnys@ddawnys.org 

Franklin County Public Transportation 

Franklin County Public Transportation is developing and implementing a new regional county transportation route 

(Adirondack Route) that will connect Malone, Saranac Lake, Lake Placid, Wilmington and Whiteface Mountain, 

which lack public transportation options. Franklin County and Essex County Public Transportation Departments 

are working with Sunmount DDSO, VESID, local Social Services and community-based organizations to assess 

individuals with disabilities’ employment and transportation needs, with a goal to link this population to 

employment opportunities and transportation.  

Contact Person: Nancy Robert. Tel: (518) 481-1598 e-mail nrobert@co.franklin.ny.us 

Oswego County Opportunities, Inc.  

Oswego County Opportunities is implementing a marketing and travel training project that is providing 

information and educating individuals with disabilities on available transit services and how to use them. Oswego 

County, in collaboration with disability provider agencies, the One-Stop Center and transportation providers, will 

also coordinate the expansion of flexible ride services, including the call-n-ride bus, demand-response routes and 

county-supported volunteer driver programs so that all areas of the County have access to transportation services 

for employment.  

Contact Person: Michael Scaries Tel: (315) 598-4710 e-mail:mscaries@oco.org  

For more information on the NYS Developmental Disabilities Planning Council (DDPC) or the Transportation & 

Employment initiative, please contact Nicholas Rose nrose@ddpc.state.ny.us or Dr. Jane Muthumbi  

jmuthumbi@ddpc.state.ny.us or call us at 518-486-7505. 

 


