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Statement from Diana Jones Ritter, OMRDD Commissioner,
And chair of the MISCC, on 10t anniversary of the
U.S. Supreme Court Decision Olmstead v. L.C.

ALBANY, N.Y. - New York State Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental
Disabilities (OMRDD) Commissioner Diana Jones Ritter joins President Barack Obama
in commemorating the 10 anniversary of the landmark decision Olmstead v. L.C.
which recognized that “unjustified placement or retention of persons in institutions,
severely limiting their exposure to the outside community, constitutes a form of
discrimination.”

As chair of New York State’s Most Integrated Setting Coordinating Council (MISCC),
Commissioner Ritter is facilitating the vision of Governor David A. Paterson to form
partnerships between human service agencies, advocates, families and individuals with
disabilities to implement the Olmstead decision and ensure that people of all ages with
disabilities live and work in the “most integrated settings possible.”

On this 10 anniversary of the Olmstead decision, President Barack Obama has
designated 2009 as the “Year of Community Living,” inviting all public and private
partners — federal agencies, States, individuals with disabilities, advocates, providers
and others — to join him in improving access to housing, community supports and



independent living arrangements for those with disabilities. The Governor continues to
support the closure of OMRDD’s developmental centers and moving those individuals
into the community, as is the goal of the Olmstead Act.

Since 2007 when I became chair, MISCC has been committed to facilitating the
community integration principals of the Olmstead decision. This important anniversary
is an opportunity to reflect on how far we have come in New York State. But, it is also
an opportunity to rededicate ourselves to the full potential of the MISCC statute and to
addressing cross-systems issues that create roadblocks to community integration.

On behalf of Governor Paterson, I want to applaud the Obama Administration for its
forward thinking and for its support of people with disabilities who live in this great
State and exemplary Nation. While we know that there is more to be done, the MISCC
is committed to coordinating statewide efforts that will bring about substantial, positive
changes in the lives of people of all ages with disabilities.
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