
New York State Office of Children and Family Services 
Commission for the Blind and Visually Handicapped (CBVH) 

Stakeholders 
 

Consumer Groups: 
 

• ACB of New York 
• NFB of New York 

 
Private Agencies Serving Individuals Who are Blind: 
 

• Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired – Goodwill (Rochester) 
• Elizabeth Pierce Olmsted, MD Center for the Visually Impaired (Buffalo) 
• Association for Vision Rehabilitation and Employment, Inc. (Binghamton) 
• Catholic Charities, Diocese of Rockville Center (Amityville) 
• Catholic Charities, Archdiocese of New York, Guild for the Blind (New York) 
• Central Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired (Utica) 
• Chautauqua Blind Association (Jamestown) 
• Glens Falls Association for the Blind (Glens Falls) 
• Helen Keller Services for the Blind (New York/Long Island) 
• Jewish Guild for the Blind (New York) 
• Lighthouse International (New York, Hudson Valley Region, Long Island) 
• Northeastern Association for the Blind at Albany, Inc. (Albany) 
• North Country Association for the Visually Impaired (Lake Placid) 
• Association for the Visually Impaired, Inc. (Spring Valley) 
• Aurora of Central New York, Inc. (Syracuse) 
• Visions Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired (New York) 
• Western New York Center for the Visually Impaired, Inc. (Buffalo) 

 
Services to Individuals Who are Deaf-blind: 
 

• Helen Keller National Center (Sands Point) 
 
State Rehabilitation Council: 
  (Voting Members) 
 

• Sharon Giovinazzo, Chair 
• Raymond Wayne, Vice Chair 
• Nancy Belowich-Negron 
• Sherry DeFrancesco 
• Patricia Eisenhandler 
• Steven M. Ennis  
• Robert K. Hanye 
• Kathleen Nichols            
• Dennis J. O’Connell 
• Robert Pulsifer 
• Eric Randolph 

 
 (Ex Officio Members) 
 

• Robert Gumson, VESID 
• Addie Hampton, Downstate Counselor Representative 



• Rosemary Lamb,  Office of Advocates’ for the Disabled 
• Nick Rogone, Office for Aging 
• Tammy Scheffer, Upstate Counselor Representative 
• Cathy Reardon, Dept. of Labor 

 
CBVH Executive Board: 
 

• Alan R. Morse, Co-Chair 
• Charles Richardson, Co-Chair 
• John Bartimole 
• Carrina Collura 
• Tara Cortes 
• Christina Curry 
• Maria T. Garcia 
• Karen Gourgey 
• Mindy J. Jacobsen 
• Luis A. Mendez 
• Julie Phillipson 
• Tom Robertson 
• David R. Stayer 

 
Rehabilitation Services Administration: 
 

• Joe Pepin, New York State Liaison 
 
Regional Rehabilitation Continuing Education Program, Region II: 
 

• David F. Burganowski, Chair 
 
NYC National Association of Parents of the Visually Impaired: 
 

• Attn. Jeannette Christie 
 
NFB-NYS Parents of Blind Children: 
 

• Maria Garcia, President 
 
NYS Committee of Blind Vendors: 
 

• Charles Richardson, Chair 
 
Blinded Veterans Association 


