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Chair Welcome and Remarks

e Commissioner Ritter welcomed everyone to the meeting, acknowledged and
thanked advocates for attending, and noted that Kristin Proud and Elsie Chun
from Governor Paterson’s office were present.

e [t was noted that in compliance with the Office of Taxpayer Accountability,
materials for the meeting were sent out in advance. Once these documents are
finalized they will also be available on the MISCC Web site. Meeting attendees
were encouraged to provide their e-mail address to receive information and

handouts in advance of future meetings.



e The 2009 MISCC Annual Report has been finalized and is available on the
MISCC website at www.omr.state.ny.us/miscc.

Finalizing the MISCC Plan

¢ In developing the 2010-11 MISCC plan, each agency was asked to review the
draft plan to ensure that each goal:

Aids individuals with disabilities in the most integrated setting;
Provides baseline data where feasible ;

Ensures quantifiable goals/objectives about where we want to be;
Includes data on unmet needs; and

Identifies a timeline for achieving goals.
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¢ Commissioner Ritter noted that public comments had been included in the plan
to the extent practical. However, the budget and the fiscal environment have
limited capacity/staffing necessary to deliver existing vital services. The budget
will continue to evaluated for its impact on MISCC goals.

e Harvey Rosenthal, NYAPRS, said data is important in being able to move
resources from segregated settings to integrated settings.

e Bill Panepinto, OASAS, said that agencies and nonprofits need to review what
they are doing to identify collaboration opportunities and new efficiencies. For
example, the decline in housing market is an opportunity to provide placements
via the rental market as opposed to new construction.

e As one example, Harvey Rosenthal noted DOH’s Chronic Illness Demonstration
Pilot has helped refocus resources on prevention care and is saving resources.

e Patricia Fratangelo, Onondaga Community Living, said that the State of New
York has made progress on inter-agency collaboration. In understanding where
MISCC should go, an overview of cross-systems collaboration could help
determine how to best use available resources.

e John Allen, OMH, said in the current fiscal crisis we need to evaluate how to
reinvest resources. A challenge to moving resources. Advocates need to play an
important role in helping agencies shift resources.

e Lisa Holmes, Tompkins County Office for the Aging, said the fiscal crisis has
forced counties to look at priority programs and how best to use the resources
they have available. Agencies should look at the resources they have available
and how to best align them with the mission of the MISCC.


http://www.omr.state.ny.us/miscc

e Commissioner Ritter cited an example of shifting resources at OMRDD. She
commented that OMRDD had 27,000 individuals living in institutions 30 years
ago, today it’s 1,400 of which 400 are in developmental center opportunities.
Commissioner Ritter said it’s the goal of MISCC to close developmental centers
and move those resources to the community setting. Commissioner Ritter said
we need to focus on lives not programs.

e Director Michael Burgess, SOFA, said the community also needs to be involved
with the agencies in retooling the service delivery system in this era of fiscal
crisis.

e Executive Director Shelia Carey, DDPC, said that New York is far ahead much of
the nation in terms for delivering integrated services. Some states still use
institutions as the primary means of delivering services.

e Jane Lynch, CQC, said that counties are where people live. In thinking about
collaboration, we could spend more time doing collaboration. Agencies need to
work to measure outcomes not programs. And, technology could play a role in
helping accomplish this objective.

e Rebecca Cort, VESID, said technology could help measure outcomes as opposed
to the level of agency effort. Moreover, technology could help in tracking
individuals, not programs. The Department of Education is restructuring the role
of VESID, which will be aligned and integrated with Special Education. This is a
major accomplishment for the department.

Committee Updates
Employment (Frank Coco, VESID)

e The Employment Committee reviewed the implementation plan from a cross-
agency perspective to look at how to provide measurable action steps and a
timeline. The workgroup is also looking at the issue of transitioning and how to
align existing state agency efforts in this area to provide a better platform for
success.

e The Employment Committee continues to explore more specific clarification on
agency eligibility criteria. Currently, Cornell, under the MIG, is producing a
white paper on the Ticket to Work and the Partnership Plus programs. The
Employment Committee will evaluate that report for new ideas. Commissioner
Ritter asked if the white paper will be a platform for advocacy with the
congressional delegation. Frank Coco said he was not clear if the report would



provide that type of platform. The Employment Committee is also interested in
using the existing disability policy infrastructure to build on its efforts. Bill
Panepinto said there needs to more cross collaboration within the MISCC.

Housing (Lorrie Pizzola, DHCR)

DHCR has a new Commissioner (Brian Lawlor), who will also act as
President/CEO for NYHOMES. The leadership of the two agencies will be
blended, while the revenue streams for both agencies will remain separate.

MISCC Members have been asked to review their draft implementation plan to
ensure measurable outcomes are realistic given the fiscal climate. The Housing
Committee has received commitments from various agencies. For example,
OASAS agreed to increase units by 25 percent, OMRDD agreed to stop
admission to developmental centers, and DHCR will increase participants in
NHTD waiver from 30 to 90 by the end of 2010. Money Follows the Person
funding, however, will not be available next year or the year after. The lack of
MFP funding will jeopardize the continued operation of
NYHOUSINGSEARCH.GOV. DHCR is currently in the process of developing its
five-year plan for U.S. HUD. Interested parties are encouraged to participate in
the process.

Long-Term Care (Dr. Daines, DOH)

The Long-Term Care Committee is a newly formed committee. To date, it has
set-up four working sub-committees: Workforce, Transition, Quality and Access.
Additionally, the committee has developed a mission statement.

Transportation (Thomas Vaughn, DOT)

Each county is working to develop a transit plan, which is necessary to receive
federal funding. The Transportation Committee is working with OMH and Local
Mental Health Directors re: local transportation planning participation. The
committee is planning a webcast with these entities on that topic. Moreover, one
of the measurable outcomes for the committee is how well agencies are
participating in the transportation planning process. Furthermore, the
committee is in the final stages of working with a consultant on how to better
understand mobility management and how to better communicate information
between agencies and mobility managers. The committee hopes to report out on
this effort later in the year. Currently, there are approximately 25 known
mobility managers in New York State.



e Integrated settings are another topic that the committee is reviewing. The EPA,
HUD and USDOT are collaborating on the Livable Communities program. Along
those lines, New York has the Smart Growth Cabinet and the committee is
equally interested in identifying mutual interests with smart growth and that
serve the interests of the disability community.

e As another example of collaboration, several ARCs in rural communities have
opened up their routes where public transit was non-existent. The committee is
working on para-transit and how to reorganize para-transit or boost its funding
stream. Finally, the committee is also exploring NYS-DOT’s role within ADA.
NYS-DOT has initiated a 511 hotline and website to assist with trip planning.
May 21, 2010, the New Freedom and JARC applications are due.

e Director Burgess noted that the AARP has been working in the communities
with Complete Streets to conduct walk-ability surveys. Director Burgess noted
that there is a tremendous opportunity to advance the goals of MISCC by
working with consumer groups. Bill Panepinto said that member agencies
should consider expanding on the ARC model with their stakeholders. Rebecca
Cort said the GPS technology could be used to assist the visually impaired and
developmentally disabled in navigating the public transit system. Jane Lynch
commented that CQC provides funding for assistive technology.

Public Comments

¢ Anindividual talked about her experience with the Independent Living Center
in Buffalo and how it increased her personal independence, preventing her from
living in a nursing home. It was noted that it is more cost efficient to support
independent living vs. institutional living.

e Anindividual with NYAPRS (We Can Work Campaign) applauded the MISCC
member agencies in gathering data to track progress. State agencies should be
ready to commit to moving resources from segregated to more integrated
settings. Agencies also need to do a better job of sharing information across
agencies.

e Anindividual from Synergy commented on access to transportation as one of the
biggest issues facing individuals with disabilities because it limits their
employability. Suffolk County Transit is cutting para-transit for people with
physical and mental disabilities. An additional barrier to services is the
application process. The application for services is overly ambiguous and
complicated. Additionally, services shutdown after 6 p.m. as well as on the
weekend. This lack of service adds to the difficulties confronting persons with
disabilities in their quest for employment.



e A parent with support from RCIL shared frustration with his son being in a
nursing home. Commissioner Ritter asked for Ceylane Meyers to follow-up with
the parent.

e Independent Living Inc commented on the MISCC website not being easy to
navigate or locate data per agency. The current information should be more user-
friendly.

e Center for Disability Rights stressed that advocates will be looking for the
baseline data and timelines in the MISCC plan.

e Autism Action Network talked about the waitlists for services as the result of
resources being allocated to support services in segregated settings. Autism is an
epidemic and the system needs to be prepared to manage its increasing rate of
incidence.

Closing Comments

e The next scheduled MISCC meetings are
o0 Friday, July 30, 2010, at 1,p.m. in Meeting Room 6 of the Concourse.
Please note that this meeting was subsequently cancelled.

0 Wednesday, November 10, 2010, at 1p.m. in Meeting Room 6 of the
Concourse.

¢ Meeting adjourned.



