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An incident recently occurred where an individual receiving services was trapped and choked when
a seat belt became entangled around her neck. The seat belt locked in place and could not be

removed by staff.

OMRDD is recommending that all vehicles transporting individuals be equipped with a seat belt
cutter. Such cutters are commercially available through auto parts and safety equipment

distributers as well as internet sales sources.

Staff responsible for transport should be trained in the use of the device.

Questions concerning this recommendation may be directed to the OMRDD Statewide Standing
Committee on Incident Review by e-mail at SCCR@OMR.STATE.NY.US or to the OMRDD Division of

Quality Management at 518 474-3625.
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