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Residential programs certified utilizing the Life safety Code (LSC) that are equipped with automatic
sprinkler systems, including NFPA 13D systems, are required to have a water supply that is
sufficient to operate the sprinkler system for specific periods of time.

The 1985 Board and Care Life Safety Code required that NFPA 13D sprinkler systems have a water
supply that was sufficient to operate up to two (2) sprinkler heads at the appropriate rate of flow
(26 Gallons per minute) for a minimum of ten (10) Minutes for Prompt and Slow evacuation
capability homes and a minimum of thirty (30) Minutes for Impractical evacuation capability
homes.

On August 1, 2007 NYS OMRDD amended Part 635-7. In doing so OMRDD changed the Life Safety
Code Applied in OMRDD certified sites from the 1985 LSC to the 2000 LSC.

The 2000 Board and Care Life Safety Code requires that sprinkler systems have a water supply that
is sufficient to operate up to two (2) sprinkler heads at the appropriate rate of flow (26 Gallons per
minute) for a minimum of ten (10) Minutes for Prompt evacuation capability homes and a
minimum of thirty (30) Minutes for Slow and Impractical evacuation capability homes.

In most cases this change did not have an adverse impact on homes that were previously certified
since the water supply for facilities with sprinkler systems comes from municipal sources.

In situations where the facility sprinkler system is supplied by a private well however, there may be
a need to re-evaluate the adequacy of the water supply to meet the more stringent standard
contained in the 2000 LSC.

The design of sprinkler systems for homes that are served by wells usually includes a pressure tank
to supply the needed amount of water at the appropriate rate of flow and for the minimum length of
time required in conjunction with the electric well water pump since well pumps often do not
operate at a sufficient rate of flow by themselves. These sites may require a re-evaluation of their
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systems to ensure that the tank is of a sufficient size to meet the increased supply requirement of
30 minutes; especially if the home is serving a slow or impractical capability group of consumers.

The adequacy of the size of a pressure tank to supply the sprinkler system is a matter that relates to
the system’s overall design. If possible, it is suggested that the architectural or engineering entity
that was involved in the system’s original design be contacted to perform the re-evaluation of the
system in question. The evaluation may also be completed by a properly qualified and credentialed
sprinkler system installer. For slow and impractical capability homes a tank size of at least 1170
Gallons is required to meet the design specification of 26 Gallons per minute for a minimum of 30
minutes (plus the needed volume of air to supply sufficient water pressure).

This re-evaluation process should be completed as soon as possible. If a facility has a pressure tank
that is questionable with regard to its adequacy, the facility may wish to consider interim remedial
steps such as increased staffing until the adequacy of the water supply is confirmed or until needed
modifications to the facility sprinkler system are completed.

If you have any questions please contact:

Richard Jung, DQM - Upstate Area Director - Richard.Jung@omr.state.ny.us
(518)474-3625

Fred Wetzel, DQM - Downstate Area Director - Frederick.Wetzel@omr.state.ny.us
(212) 229-3350

Charles Kearley, Office of Safety and Security Services — Charles.Kearley@omr.state.ny.us
(607) 337-7052

Jonathan Pease, Office of Safety and Security Services - Jonathan.Pease@omr.state.ny.us
(212) 229-3350
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