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Health and Safety Alert 
Winter 2025 

  Winter Holiday Safety 
 

The Winter Holidays are a cherished time for gathering with family and friends, filling our homes with 
warmth and laughter. As we embrace the festive spirit, it's also important to be aware that this season 
can bring an increased risk of fire. By following a few simple safety tips, we can all ensure a happy 
and fire-safe holiday for everyone. 

Decorating with Delight and Safety: 

 Choose Wisely: Opt for decorations that are flame-resistant or flame-retardant to minimize risk. 
 Light Up Safely: Ensure holiday lights are approved for indoor or outdoor use as intended. Inspect 

cords for wear and tear, and replace any that are damaged. Always follow the manufacturer's 
instructions for the maximum number of light strands that can be safely connected. 

 Gentle Hanging: Use clips or hooks to hang lights, avoiding nails that can damage cords and create 
hazards. 

 Strategic Placement: Keep decorations away from windows and doors to prevent them from 
blocking escape routes or coming into contact with heat sources.  

 
Remember, nearly half of decoration fires occur because they are placed too close to a heat sour 

 
Entertaining with Peace of Mind:  
 Share the Plan: If you're hosting guests, it's a good idea to 
briefly share your home's fire safety plan, including the location of 
smoke alarms and escape routes. 
 Kitchen Vigilance: When cooking on the stovetop, please stay in 
the kitchen. Unattended cooking is a common cause of home fires. 
 Smoker Responsibility: If you or your guests are smokers, 

please do so in designated outdoor areas and ensure all smoking materials are fully extinguished and 
disposed of properly. 
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